
GreatGreat
ExpectationsExpectations

20262026

Great
Expectations

2026
LEGACY. LEADERSHIP.  FUTURE.

HONORING LINDA SARIS:  
A LEGACY OF LEADERSHIP,  

A FOUNDATION FOR THE FUTURE. 



I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to watch thousands of young people grow
up and go on to earn degrees and credentials, and to enter careers that match their
talents and offer family-sustaining wages.

Just as meaningful, so many of our alumni help their parents cover expenses and
become role models for their siblings—demonstrating the powerful family and
community impact of your investment in LEAP.

I have also had the privilege of working alongside incredible staff and volunteers.
Many joined us early in their careers and have gone on to roles with greater
responsibility at LEAP and beyond—including positions in our public schools. I am
proud that LEAP could be a launchpad for them—another reflection of your impact.

To our board, partners, and donors—thank you for your wisdom, your time, your
investments, and your belief in this mission. The relationships built, the countless
volunteer hours, and the millions of dollars donated have helped LEAP and its
students thrive.

Some parting words to carry this work forward:
As AI becomes more present in our lives, protect and prioritize human
relationships. Treat every individual as unique, with their own perspectives and
potential. Create space for each person to shine.
Fun and learning are one and the same. Be creative, stay curious, and use the
tools available to you to make learning exciting.
Be adaptable—remain responsive to the needs of the community, and make sure
your voice is heard at every table.

I am leaving LEAP in strong and capable hands and with deep pride in all we have
built together. I hope to remain connected to the organization in the years ahead, in
ways that best support its next chapter of leadership and growth.

Please stay connected with me and with LEAP.

With so much gratitude,

Linda Saris

A NOTE FROM
LINDA SARIS:

So this is it—my final event, my last chance to publicly say goodbye and thank
you.



EVENINGProgram Highlights
OPENING 

BY LEAP ALUMNA SIA -LINDA LEBBIE

LINDA SARIS

DR .  STEPHEN ZRIKE ,  

SECRETARY OF EDUCATION

NEW ERA VIDEO

RAISE THE PADDLE

WITH MANNY CRUZ ,  DAVID SILVA &

PAUL TUCKER

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

LEGACY VIDEO

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

CLOSING



LEAP Staff and Board of Directors
ADMINISTRATIVE & DEVELOPMENT

Linda Saris, Executive Director

Caitlynn Almy, Volunteer and Partnership 

Manager

Jess Casolari, Development Specialist

Riddhisha Chitwadgi, Data Coordinator

Stef Crockett, Human Resources Coordinator

Kayla Dorst, Deputy Director

Brittany Hadzy, Volunteer and Partnerships

Specialist

Nancy Kelly, Senior Development Specialist

Kathleen McMahon, Accountant

Mira Riggins, Post-Award Grants Specialist

Brandon Sungy, Data Specialist 

Amanda Thompson, Director of Development

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Rebecca Field, Middle School Curriculum and

Summer Program Manager

Hilary Kopp, Senior Director of Middle School

Programs

Wanntha Sim Chanhdymany, School Year

Manager, Middle School

Giscar Smith, Site Coordinator, Dream More

HIGH SCHOOL AND POST-SECONDARY 

Ivana Buenopeña, Career Exploration and

Readiness Manager

Ariel FitzHugh, Senior Director of High School

and Post-Secondary Programs

Elizabeth Grella, Career and Education

Resource Manager

Mariel Nunez, Teen Center Associate, Lynn

Lara São Pedro, Career and Education

Mentoring Coordinator

Jeison Toribio, Teen Center Associate, Salem

Erica Waters, Career and Education Mentoring

Associate

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Connie Rudnick Grayson, Board Chair

Lydia Smyers, Board Vice Chair

Brian Castellanos

Santi DeOleo

Valerie Fox

Dr. Raminder Luther

Daniel Richard

Linda Saris, Ex-Officio

Event Chairs
ROANN COSTIN

JOEL ABRAMSON

ARTHUR SEGAL

MIKE WHEELER



Honorary Committee

Steering Committee

Abby and Gene Record

Alice Cort and Bruce Walker

Annalisa and Dino Di Palma

Christine Valdes

Christopher Pesce

Claudia Chuber and Paul Ellingwood

David Silva and Bruce Mueller

Deb and Kevin Tierney, Sr.

Donna and Elliot Katzman

Eileen and Owen Mathieu

Janice and Ralph James

Jessica Coombes Bailey

Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan

Kara McLaughlin and John Keenan

Kimberly and John Lee

Krystyna and John Hincman

Linda and William Heineman

Linda Jane Coleman

Lisa and Bob Dana

Margaret and Richard Bowen

Mary and Joel Abramson

Pam and James Demetroulakos

RoAnn Costin

Stephanie and Michael Tallo

Trish Moore and Wayne Sheridan

Abby Record

Amanda Thompson

Caitlynn Almy

Connie Grayson

Ellen Galligan

Jess Casolari

Jessica Coombes Bailey

Kayla Dorst

Kelly Quinn

Lydia Smyers

Mira Riggin

Nancy Kelly

Santi DeOleo

Stephanie Tallo

Valerie Fox
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BACCALAUREATE 
Sponsors

AECOM

AFT 

ANNALISA AND DINO DI

PALMA

DONNA AND ELLIOT

KATZMAN

ENDICOTT COLLEGE

FOUNDATION

MANAGEMENT

ASSOCIATES

LYNN COMMUNITY

HEALTH CENTER

MCLANE MIDDLETON

PEM

RACHEL AND ROBERT

LUTTS 

SALEM STATE

UNIVERSITY

SOMEONE ELSE ’S CHILD 

WOLPERT INSURANCE

ASSOCIATE
Sponsors

ALIGN CREDIT UNION

KOILES PRATT FAMILY

LAW GROUP

LEADER BANK

MARBLEHEAD BANK

MARGOT BOTSFORD AND

STEPHEN ROSENFELD

NORTH SHORE

COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SALEM ROTARY

STATEWIDE

COMMUNICATION

TQM WEALTH

WEAVER ORTHODONTICS

MASTERS
Sponsors

82491 FUND OF THE

ECCF

ADELE AND LARRY

BACOW

AXCELIS

TECHNOLOGIES

BROOKWOOD

FINANCIAL ,  LLC

EBSCO

GW&K INVESTMENTS

MAZOW

MCCULLOUGH PC

PRIME GROUP 

SALEM FIVE

CHARITABLE

FOUNDATION

SOLIMINE

POST DOCTORAL
Sponsors

PHD
Sponsors

JOEL & MARY ABRAMSON

DeIULIS BROTHERS

CONSTRUCTION CO., INC

EASTERN BANK

MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL

BRIGHAM 

NEW ENGLAND BIOLABS

RED SOX FOUNDATION

ROOT

ROB RUDNICK & CONNIE EVERSON

ANA & HOYT VAN OTTERLOO

INSTITUTION FOR SAVINGS

SILOS SPACE MEDIA



Member FDIC | Member DIF

Thank you for the incredible 
impact you have made through
your work with LEAP for 
Education. Your dedication to 
empowering others and strengthening 
the community is truly inspiring. 

TruNorth Bank is proud to celebrate 
your achievements and wishes you all 
the best in this exciting new chapter.

Congratulations! 

Happy Retirement, Linda!

TruNorth Bank is a
Proud Supporter of LEAP
for Education.



@SARACAMPBELLTD SARACAMPBELLLTD

 

FOLLOW US!

Spring into sunshine with our new Spring and Summer
collections! Our beautiful color palettes and quality Made
in USA fabrics will bring a summer’s kiss to your wardrobe.

Visit our website SARACAMPBELL.COM and see why so
many other Boston beauties love our collections!

 with us!
 Education is everything, the greatest gift you can give

someone is the power of knowledge.



Thank you! 
Thank you for giving your time and energy to support LEAP—
your presence truly makes a difference for our students and

our community.

ONGOING
COMMITMENTS

ONE TIME
OPPORTUNITIES

PARTNER 
WITH US

Activity Leaders. Tutors. Robotics Builders.

Advocates. Workshop Facilitators. Mentors. Yoga

Instructors. Curriculum Designers.

Guest Speakers. Interior Designers. Mock

Interviewers. Event Planners. Social Capital Builders.

Community Ambassadors.

Day of Service Supporters. Local Business

Partners. Activity Lab Creators. Collaborators.

Summer Intern Hosts. 

Call ing Al l . . .

scan or visit 
www.leap4ed.org/get-involved

to volunteer with us

GET INVOLVED



PARTNER 
WITH US

FUND A NEED

Bridge the transit gap so one student can fully participate 

in a LEAP program, internship, or off-site opportunity.$250

Connect 30 youth to an immersive field trip to a college

campus, employer site, or industry hub.
$500

Certify a LEAP staff member or volunteer as a Youth Career

Navigator, expanding the network of trained adults who 

can guide students toward higher education, careers, and

opportunity.

$1,000

Bring one career pathway to life for high school students

through a hands-on enrichment series led by an industry or

community partner.

$2,500

Launch a career-connected learning experience for one

middle school cohort through a community partner, 

including hands-on projects and exposure to real career

pathways.

$5,000

Create paid work-based learning experiences for 5 youth,

including mentorship, skill-building, and real-world project

work.

$10,000

$100 Certify a student in a door-opening accredidation such as

OSHA-10, FIrst Aid CPR, Python Coding, and more.

Tonight is about more than celebrating—it’s about building what comes

next. Fund a Need fuels the opportunities that connect education to careers

for the young people we serve. Each level below represents a tangible

investment in a student’s path forward—and in the future of our community.











www.cellsignal.com
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CST scientists have always been dedicated to helping researchers
find answers and identify solutions. As scientists, we’ve always
been passionate about sustainability, too. And now more than ever,
sustainable solutions are needed. CST has committed to achieving
net-zero emissions by 2029. And we’ve joined 1% for the Planet as
its first life sciences industry member. Doing good science is
important. So is just doing good. 

Antibodies for
Research

Immunoassay
Kits

Customs &
Services

Application
Workflow
Solutions

Industry-leading
Validation
Process

Reproducibility Sustainability 
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Honoring Linda Saris

and her remarkable

legacy of opening

doors and building

futures through LEAP

for Education.





We celebrate 2026 Honoree Linda Saris,

whose vision has created

a lifelong home for student success.

978-462-3106
 

• institutionforsavings.com
 

We are Proud to Support
LEAP for Education

MemberFDIC • MemberDIF • EqualHousingLender



Linda, we congratulate you on your
retirement and thank you for the impact
that you have on thousands of students

in Salem and Lynn.

 We are forever
grateful!

Joel, Mary and Ben Abramson





Eastern Bank is committed to recognizing
the good in our communities and 

celebrating the work of

 LEAP FOREDUCATION

We proudly support 
2026 GREAT EXPECTATIONS

Congratulations to 
Linda Saris

Member FDIC

GOOD 
OPENSDOORS 





New England Biolabs proudly supports 

LEAP for Education

New England Biolabs, Inc.240 County Road, Ipswich, MA 01938-2723 Tel: (978) 927-5054 Toll Free: 1-800-632-522

www.neb.com 



Culinary Job Training Program • Catering by Root
Harborpoint Event Space • Community Catering
Root’s mission is to help young
adults create a pathway to
independence through job
training and employment
opportunities. 

www.rootns.org
@rootnorthshore



Congratulations, Linda!

And congratulations, LEAP!
We are proud to support this

organization.

Rob Rudnick and Connie Everson





Personal Injury Lawyers 
Proud sponsors for:

We specialize in:
Motor Vehicle Collisions

Dog Bites/ Attacks Incidents

Wrongful Death Claims

Motorcycle Collisions

Consumer Class Action

Nursing Home Abuse

CONTACT US

978-744-8000

www.helpinginjured.com

10 Derby Square, Salem MA 01970



Linda Saris and LEAP for Education have offered
GREAT EXPECTATIONS and success to so many
students over the years. In the words of Charles

Dickens in Great Expectations:

The most important thing in life is to stop saying, “I wish”
and start saying “I will”. Consider nothing impossible, then

treat possibilities as probabilities.

With love and appreciation for all Linda has
accomplished in her leadership of LEAP for Education,

Adele and Larry Bacow







Congrattulations, LEAP!



Congratulations to Linda,
and LEAP on 24 years of

service to our
communnity.

Annalisa and Dino Di Palma



Congratulations, LEAP!

Donna and Elliot Katzman

-------
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